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FROM THE EVANGELICAL REPOSLTORNY,. 
EXCOMMUNICATION. 

The following is a correct narative of the proeeedings 
at the Calvinistic Baptist Church, in the town of Graf- 
ton,( Mass.) with two of their late members, viz. Mr. S/e- 
phen Cutler, and Lucy bis wife. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cutler, by prayerful meditation and 
reading of the holy seriptures, becaine convinced of the 
and presuming that 
taeir membership with the Baptist Church would no long- 


er be agreeable, they wished peaceably to retire; aud, 


iccordingly addressed the church the following seten, | 


through the medium of its pastor ; 
Grafton, Sept. 2, 1823. 
Rey. Oris Converse, 
Dear Sir and Brother, 


By laying | the following letter before the Bap-| 


‘ist Church in Grafton, you w “ confer a favor 
on the subscribers »& & ia ©. 


vo the Baptist Church in the tuwn of Graf- 

ion. 

Dear Breruren, We have recently be- 
come fully convinced of the doctrine o. the fi-| 
aal restoration of all men te holiness and feli-) 
city, and alse of the unscripturalness of many | 


of the doctrines of your church; and presum-| 


ing that our member-hi ip with you will no long 
er “be desirable, under our present faith, we 
fake this method to esi an amicable dismis-| 
sion from your church, with 


as justice shall perinit, to unite with the church 


3) Shrewsbury, of which the Kev. Jacob Wve dl 


3 pa stor. 


<1 s 


i such recommen -! 
dations of eur moral anil christ: in characters! 


; 
! 


Sutler did not think proper to comply, alledg- 
‘ing ta the gentleman who waited on themas a 
committee, that, if the church only wanted 
them to offer the reasons wh they had chang- 
ed their faith, this could be = te in writing, in 
a more correct and dispassionate manner than 
in a personal conference with the church, 
which would probably excite the feelings, and 
introduce an unprofitable altercation. 

Be ‘fore the appointed meeting, therefore, they 
|Sent the following letter to Mr. Converse, to 
‘be laid before the church. 

Grafton, Oct. 1, 1823. 
Rev. and Dear Sir, 

Through the agency of a gentleman, profes- 
‘sing to be appointed by the “Baptist Church in 
Grafton, te wait on us, and make known the 
pleasure of said church, relative to our request 
for a dismission, we have been requested to ap- 
pear before the church, at the next regular 
meeting, and offer our reasons for the recent 
change of our religious sentiments. Presum- 
ing that you, and the brethren in genera! will 
ibe disposed to receive the reasons which we 
have to offer, through that medium which we 
/may deem most advantageous tu the desired 
object, we prefer xo do it in t this method. We 
shall therefore feel under obligations to you, 
dear sir, if you w ili lay the foliowing commu- 
nication before the chureh, at their wa. xt reaular 
pmeeung, 








ully your's S, 


a ©. and i co 
YO THE BAPFIST CHURCH IN GRAFTON, 
BrerTuren,— Agreeable 


Respectfi 


to your wish, we 


Brethren, we do not request this dismission! now proceed to present you with some of the e 


‘rom apy disaffection which we have to you, 
with a view to disfellowship with you ; but 
simp.y from the persuasion that a continuance, 
of our membership would not be agreeable wits) 
vour feelings. We shall not here state the 
reasons for our changeot faith, but if required, | 


se are readv to doit, with meek nes S and tear. ‘toone particula r subject, — : 
Sell wishing to w alk with you in tle great! endiess punishinent, and befeve 


community of Chi rist’s disciples, and to inter-| 
change every triendiy and christian office of | 
charity, we hambly subscribe ourselves, tiisugh: 
disfier in some points of faith. 


Your | 


brother and sister iu whe faith 
Lord Jesus, 


LUCY CUTLER. 


the church appointed a commitice to visit Mr. ; 


and Mrs. Cutler, and request their personai ti is nov here c Sbce set the Bidie. 
appearance before the church at its next regu- |stronges st words tu mark 


lar meeting. With this request Mr. and Mrs.! 


of the’ 


STEPHEN CUTLER, | 


“reasons which have recenily prediced a change 
in our religious faith. We shail be very brief 
rn this state ment, assuring you, 2s before, that 
if you require farther evidence of our pre sent 
faith, we shail be happy in making it known to 
you. In this tetter we shall confine ourselyes 
Why we reject 
in the fina! 
ere are mnany othe: 
‘fath which we estee 


restoration ofall men. ‘Ph: 


articles in your a3 erro- 
ineous as the doctrine of en: Ness p anishinent 5 
ibut, the reasons s Why we cons tder then assuch, 
will be reserved, i requested, for another com- 


munication. 


Permit us, then, in the first piace, to state 


¥ poo brief reasons why we do not believe in the 


On hearing this Jetter read by the pastor,] dc 
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our English translation, are everlasting, eternal 
and forever; and these are known to be very 
indefinite and equivecal in their sense, being 
used, as is well known to every attentive rea- 
der of the scriptures, in, at least, about seventy 
instances, ina limited sense, for an age, state, 
or dispensation. ‘Che scripture writers in set- 
ting forth the erdless happiness of the saints, 
have used words and expressions which have 
no exceptions in signifying absolute eternity 
of duration. Such, for example, as “ world 
without e:d,?* “ incorruptible, *t “ can-.ot die 
any more,’t “ endless life,”|| “ far more ev- 
ceeding eternal.’’§ Now had the sacred writ- 
ers intended to have expressed the endless 
misery of the wicked, why did they not em- 
ploy these words and phrases for the purpose ? 
But sittce they have not done it, but only en- 
ployed words, in speaking of the misery of the 
wicsed, which are indefinite, and may be taken 
for limited as well as an endless sense, we 
must be assured, that they did not intend to 
teach the endless duration of misery 

2. We do not believe in the endless misery 
of the wicked, because it is unjust in its na- 
ture. The whole plan of honed retribution is 





all nations, swallow up death in victory, and 
wipe tears from off ali faces; that every levee 
shall bow, and every tongue shall swear, and 
say, in the Lord have I righteousness and 
strength ; that God will have oll men to be sa- 
ved, and come to the knowledge of the truth, 
and that the whole creation shall be delivered 
from the bondage of corruption into the glori- 
ous liberty of the children of God. ‘The scrip- 
tures inform us, that God hath given to his Son 
a kingdom, that all people shall serve him, that 
the Father hath given all things into his hands, 
and that all that the Father hath given him, 
shall come to him, and not be cast out; that 
the Messiah shall finish transgréssion, make 
an end of sins, and bring in everlasting right- 
eousness: that he shall destroy the Devil and 
his works, take away the sin of the world, and 
cause grace, righteousness, and eternal life to 
abound beyond sin and death; that he shall 
subdue all things to himself, gather together 
all things in one, and reconcile all thi gs by 
the blood of his cross; that he will draw all 
men to him, and cause every kee to bow, and 
every tongue to contess that he is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father. ‘I'o conclude the 


—_-—— 








represented to be “ accordi».g to our works.” whole, the scriptures inform us, that death the 
But there is no proportion between an endless | last enemy, shall be destroyed, and all things 
punishment, and the «ins committed in this short | Shall become new ; that God shall be all in all, 
and frail life. It it be said, that sin is infinite,and | and every creature in heaven, on earth, under 
therefore deserves an endless or infinite pun-' the earth, such as are in the sca, and all that 
ishment, we reply, this notion destroys all dis-' are in them, shall praise God and the Lamb 
tinction between the least and greatest crimes| for ever and ever. See Gen. 12: 3, and 18: 
and represents all sins of one co:mon magni-|/ 18. Acts 3: 20. Isa. 25: 6,7, 8, and 45, 25, 
tude. Besides it is a notion inconsistent in| 24. Luke S< 16, Ist. Tim, 2: -% Rom. 8: 
itself, and totally unknown in the scriptures. |19,—23. Dan. 7: 15,14. Matt. Li: 27. 
5. We donot believe in the endless punish- John 6: 37, Dan.9: 24. Ist. John 3; & 
ment of the wicked, because it represents the |Johni: 29. Rom.5: 18,—21. Eph. 1: 9, 10. 
Deity, who is the Father of our spirits and of Col 1: 19, 20, Join 12: 52. Heb, 2: 14. 
all mercies, as malignant and cruel. He de- Philip. 2: 9, 10, L1. Ist. Cor, 15: 24,—28, 
declares, § For I will not contend forever, Rev. 5: 13, and 21: 5. 
nether will I be always wroth, for the spirit | For these reasons, brethren, we reject the 
shoo’ tz + before me, and the souls which [| doctrine of endless punishment, and believe in 
have made.” « For the Lord will not cast off the ultimate restoration of all mankind& Te 
forever: but though he cause grief, yet will|us the subject appears perfectly clear from the 
lies ave compassion according to the multitude | scriptures, and we cannot avoid thinking, that, 
of his mercies. For he doth not afflict willing-|if you would take the subject under candid 
ly vor erieve the children of men.’ ‘The doc-; and mature consideration, you would be led 
thine which represents that the Alinighty wall) to the same conclusion that we have been. 
torment his own offspring as long as he exists,} Still praying that the God ofall hight, may 
for the faults committed in this short life, is|lead you into the truth of his unbounded grace, 
divectly contrary tohis character as represen-|and direct all your ways in wisdom, we re- 
te on these passages, and numerous others. jinain your affectionate brother and sister, in 
In the second place, we will assign the rea-| the faith of him who “ tasted death for every 
sous why we believe in the final restoration of; man.” 
all men. They are the numerous promises! EP TMEN 
wisich either imply or assert the doctrine. The| LUCY CUTLER, 
s stares deciare, that in the seed of Abraham,| This letter being read before the church, a 
(that is, in Christ,) «ll nations, ki dreds and|committee was appointed, (consisting of the 
focclies of the earth shall be blessed ; that the| pastor and one other gentleman) to wait upon 
Lord will make unto all people a feast of fat}Mr. and Mrs. Cutler, and see if they could 
things, destroy the face of the covering cast|not be prevailed upon to return to their form- 
over all people, and the veil that is spread overjer standing. ‘They accordingly called upon 
"Sion, 45. 17. $1 Cor. 11,25; 2 Pet. 1,4, Mr. and Mrs. Cutler, and having expressed a 
tuke 20, 36. ll Heb. 7, 16, compared with full satisfaction respecting their moral and 
John 14, 19. §2Co:. 4, 17. {christian character, earnestly entreated them 
Tisa. 57; 16. Sam.3; 31, 32, 39. 


STEPHEN CUTLER, 
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to renounce their present faith, and return to 
their former. They expressed a willingness 


to return and walk in the fellowship with the | po 


church, provided, they could be permitted to 
enjoy their present views ; but this was deni- 
ed them. ‘They proposed an investigation of 
the subject with the committee ; but the com- 
wnittee declined any thing of the kind, alledg- 
ing that they had no other object in view, only 
to admonish them of their error,and invite them 
to return. ‘The committee accordingly retir- 
ed. Soon after, Mr. and Mrs. Cutler receiv- 
ed the following letter from the Church clerk. 


To Stephen and Lucy Cutler, Grafton. 


You are hereby notified, that the Baptist 
Church of Christ in Grafton, have this day ex- 
cluded you from their communion and fellow- 
ship, for neglecting to meet with them, and tor 
embracing erroneous sentiments. 

By order of said Church, 
OLIVER RICE, Ch. Clerk. 
Grafton, Nov. 1, 1823. 
REMARKS, 


We hear see that overbearing, intolerant, 
bigoted spirit which has ever characterized 
the disciple of John Calvin, from the time when 
he persecuted and put to death the Spanish 
physician, because his sentiments did not ac- 
cord with his own, down to the present day. 
Every person must subscribe and bow to every 
article in their creed, or, let their christian 


character be ever so unblamable, they must} 


sufter excommunication! The Baptist chureh 
in Grafton, were sadsfied,it appears, with the 
eharacter of Mr. and Mrs. Cutler, and were 
even desirous of retaining them in membership 
if they would only come up to the full stand- 
ard of their faith. It also appears, that Mr. & 
Mrs Cutler were willing to remain mewnibers 
of the Baptist church, if they could have been 
permitted to enjoy their own pecuhar views 
about some speculative doctrines, and that they 
only requested a dismission, from an appre- 
hension that their membership would not be 
thought desirable with their present sentiments. 
Now, how much more honorable and agreeable 
with enlightened christian charity, it would 
have been, if the Baptist church, instead of 
excommunicating them for differing in some 
points of faith, had affectionately invited them 
to have continued in fellowship, and entertain 
such views as they could reconcile, with their 
own conscience and the scriptures. But iio 
such lenity as this could be shown; they mist 
believe all and every thing that the self-sup- 
posed infallible church did, or they must be 
excluded as heretics. 

It is really worthy of notice, that the com- 
mittee, authorised and sent by the church to 


Jabor with Mr. and Mrs. Cutler, declined any 


thing like an investigation upon those points 
of faith wherein they supposed their brother 
and sisterto be inan error. All they wished 
was, to admonish them of their errors, and in- 
vite them to return by relinguishing them !— 
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Was ever a Reman pontiff more dictatorial 


than this? Could they have the vanity to sup- 
se that this course of conduct would reclaim 
u deluded brother and sister? If they wished 
to reclaim them from their errors, why did the 

not answer their letters, or, in Couve: eon, 
point out to them from the scriptures, wherein 
they had erred? But, instead of this, their 
own assertion was the law. ‘This is the Cai- 
vinistic mode of reclaiming those whom they 
consider erroneous ! “ Whoso readeth, let him 


understand.” 
TOLERATION. 
ents 


SOULS IN FETTERS. 


There are some noble souis imprisoned from 


their infancy, withm the pale of a particular, . 


or narrow tribe, and they must never dare to 
think beyond those limits. What shameful 
bars are laid in the way, to obstruct the pro- 
eress of knowledge, and the growth of the in- 
tellectual world! Generous sentiments are 
stifled, and forbid to be born, lest the parent of 
them, who perhaps belongs to one sect should 
be suspected of too much intimacy with ano- 
ther: and a thousand brave and free thoughts 


are crushed to death in the very bud, lest they — 


should look like the offspring of a foreign tribe 
when they appear in open light. 

W hata wretched iniluence names, and sects 
and parties have upon the commonwealth of 
christianity! we hardiy datebelieve ours! yes, 
wheu we have found out a truth, if our ances- 
tors did not believe it too: O where shaii chat 
city stand whose inhabitants shall traffic im in- 
tellectua! treasures, aud set forth all their new 
improvements, and acquisitions in open day- 
light, without the danger of public penalty or 
reproach ? Where shall that happy race be 
born, who sha!! see truth withan unbiased soul, 
and shall speak it freely to mankind, withont 
the fear of parties, or the odium of singulari- 
ty ? When shall the golden age arise, in waich 
every rich genius shall produce his brightest 
sentiments to the honor of God, and to the ge- 
neral profit of men, and yet stand exempted 
from common slander ? When shall the sacred 
mines of scripture be digged yet deeper than 
ever, and the hidden riches thereof be brouzht 
out of their long obscurity, to adorn the doc- 
trine of Ged our Saviour? O that these dark 
and stormy days of party prejudice were roll- 
ed away; that men would once give leave to 
their fellow christians to spell out some an- 
cient and unknown glories of the person of 
Christ which are contained in scripture, and 
to unfold some hidden wonders of his gospel ! 
The wisest of men know yet but in part; and 
it is always possible to grow wiser, at least on 
this side heaven; but public prejudice is a 
friend to darkness ; nor could ignorance, and 
error, without this shield have defended their 
thrones so long, among the creatures of reason, 
under the light of divine sun beams. 

To avert this evil the first direetion ts to dis- 
tinguish between words and things. The great- 
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est danger is in the sacred science of theology 
where settled terms and phrases have been 
ronounced divine and orthodox, which yet 
fave had no meaning inthem. The scholastic 
divinity is furnished with numerous instances 
of this folly. For many ages, all truth, and 
all heresy have been determined by such sense- 
less tests, and by words without ideas ; such 
Shibboleths as these, have decided the secular 
fates of men ; and bishopricks or burnings, mi- 
tres or faggots, have been the rewards of dil- 
ferent persons, according as they have pronoun- 
ced these consecrated syllables, or not pro- 
nounced them. To despise them, to doubt or 
deny them, was torture and death. 

Another direction is, to be very careful in 
examining all propositions that pretend to the 
honor of being general principles, and not with- 
out evidence toadmit info this rank mere mat- 
ters of common fame, or commonly received 


our salvation suspended upon such a condi- 
tion P Are we in any part of the Bible, inform- 
ed that a man will be damned by believing 
“ God will have all men to be ook and come 
to the knowledge of the truth’ Or that he 
will be saved by believing that a part of the 
human race will be eternally miserable? We 
arenot. God told Abraham, that “ all the na- 
tions of the earth shall be blessed.” We are 
informed Abraham believed God. Well, what 
was the consequence? — Lt was counted unto 
him for righteousness. It did not endanger 
him in the eternal state. According to this 
idea, viz. that believing the doctrine of end- 
less misery saves a man, if you can persuade 
all men to believe that some will certainly be 
damned, they will all certainly be saved. And 
Paul must have been wrong in saying that God 
sent men strong delusion that they might be- 
lieve alie; that they all might be damned who 








opinions ; no, nor the genera! determinations! believe not the truth; for if all men are saved, 
of the learned ; or the established articles of} upon what are called God’s conditions, it must 
any church or nation; for there are many lear-| be believing a lie. All men could not be sav- 
ned presumptions, inany established falsehoods|ed by believing this truth; for this is, that 
as well as many vulgar errors wherein multi-|some will be eternally miserable. 
tudes of men have followed one another for! It is well known that this argument, (if | 
whole ages, almost blindfolded. It is of great|do not abuse the word) is in the mouths of al! 
importance for every man to be careful that)}denominations of christians. It is impossible 
these general principles are just and true ; for) for me to see how they are consistent-with them - 
one error may lead into thousands, which wilt|selves. Some believe in the doctrine of elec 
natarally follow, if once a leading falsehood be | tion and reprebation ; that all those who shal! 
adinitted.—Dr. Watts. ever believe in Christ were chosen from thy 
oe beginning ; but all the rest reprobated, by an 
On the idea of safety, in believing the doctrine irreversible appointment, to eternal death.— 
of Eternal Misery. Now [ask in the name of commen sense, whv 
IT have heard many people say, concerning/such people talk as they do? What if one o1 
the doctrine of Universalism, that if there be! the elect were to believe that Christ would final- 
only one chance to ten thousand that it is false, ly save all men, could this endanger his safety ? 
we had better believe it false, and then we|Or could it benefit one of the non-elect to dis- 
shall run no risk. Ihave not been much sur- believe that doctrine ? 
rised to hear weak and ignorant people} Arminians generally contend that a man is 
talk in this way; but why a clergyman should) to be saved by his good works. They say faith 
make such an expression cannot always be| will not save a man without works. How then 
accounted for upon the supposition of igno-/can it be more safe to believe the doctrine of 
rance. Let us examine this. Here is a manjendless misery? If a bad man believes it, 
that sees ten thousand chances that the doc-| will it save him? No; he will be damned for 
trine of eternal misery is false, aud but one | his wicked works. If a good man believes it, 
that it is true. ‘The probability and evidence! will it save him? No; he will be saved for his 
are both against this doctrine in the ratio of ten| good works. | Why then is it more safe to be- 
thousand to one. Now he parleys with him-! lieve this doctrine? ‘To all appearance peo- 
self, Had I not better believe this doctrine, | ple are no better for believing it. They always 
improbable as it is? Shall £ not be more safe ?| have other motives to induce them to be virtu- 
tie concludes he had better believe it; he goes ous. How strangely have the minds of chris- 
to work at it, and at last comes forth a believ-!tians run upon this subject? ‘hey have sat 
er. Now supposing it to be true, that a belief! down under faith in God’s eternal wrath as a 
of the doctrine of eternal misery will save a|}comfortabie shelter. God, they think, will 
man ina future state, this man will not be sav-| punish them forever, unless they believe he 
ed by it, For I ask, how is it possible for any | will punish others so. But we can see nothing 
man to believe a doctrine, when he sees ten | reasonable in such thoughts. 
thousand chances that it is false, to one that} Butafter al}, some one inquires, what hurt it 
itis true? This is no more possible than it} will have done him at the day of judgment, 
would be for a man to believe all the evidence} that he has believed the doctrine of eternal mi- 
of the truth, and not believe the truth itself. lsery, should Universalism at last prove to be 
But it is thought that if a man believes the true? He thinks he shall be just as well off. 
doctrine of eternal misery, be will run no risk,|"To which Lanswer, that if he should have had 
le is safe. ‘This would be true, ifmen-are to'no benevolent feelings, no family which he 


Le saved for believing that doctrine. But is 
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loved, no love for mankind, no sympa- 
thy, in a word, no philanthropy; if, 1 say, 
he shall have none of these principles within 
him, it may not have done him any injury to 
have believed this doctrine, provided also that 
he believed in this misery for some other per- 
son. But if he now loves his neighbor as he 
does himself, and will inquire whether it would 
not give him a consolation he has never yet 
felt, could he believe that all mankind will be 
finally saved from sin and death, he will at 
once see what, at last, he shall have lost by be- 
lieving the doctrine of eternal misery. Altho’ 
he may not have lost his eternal happiness, he 
will have lost a joy unspeakable and full of 
glory. Universalist Mag. 
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CLERICAL DEVILS. 

From the many instances which have been 
recorded of Roman Catholic Clergymen and 
others personifying the Devil, in order to play 
upon the fears and credulity of the weak and 
ignorant, we should suppose that the belief in 
the personal identity of his Satannic Majesty 
was introduced by a cunning priesthood in or- 
der to awe people into obedience, and to ren- 
der them the ready victims of plunder. 

The existence of a Devil and a purgatory 
ias aided the Romish Clergy much in the at- 
icinment of large funds, which they have wrung 
from an ignorant and superstitious people ; 
who to deliver their friends from purgatory, or 
tu preserve themselves, or their connexions 
from the Devil would freely give their money 
to the priest. Something like this has been 
practised by the clergy in this enlightened 
country (socalled) who to obtain money for 
missionary purposes, have worked upon the 
credulity of the people,and under the pretence 
of saving the souls of the heathen from ne 
and endless wor, have made merchandize of 
tiem and drawn largely from their pockets. 
The following circumstance, will suffice to 
show that other people need converting to 
cliristianity as well as the heathen, and that 
missionary labors are as much needed in Spain 
and Portugal, as in Bengal or the Sandwich 
Islands. It will likewise serve to show that 
those who have made others believe in the ex- 
istence of a Devil, do not believe it themselves: 
and treat the thing as a mere Pantomine or 
Farce; for surely no man believing in the per- 
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Devil would have the hardihood to personify 
his infernal Majesty, lest in the midst of their 
sport he should seize them as he did Dr. Faus- 
tus, and fly with them to his dark deminions of 
wretchedness and woe. 


“A Jetter from Barcelona, dated the 19th ult. 
gives the following account of the fatal result 
ofan attempt of the Vicar, Curate, and Sa- 
cristan, to play the d—i with a Constitutional - 
ist :— A singular occurrence has taken place 
ina village called Artes, near Hostalrich, 
about twelve leagues from Barcelona. A con- 
stitutionalist being at the point of death, his 
brother called on the Curate, and requested 
of him to come and administer the Sacra- 
ments. The Curate refused, saying—* Your 
brother is a Constitutionalist, that is to say, a 
villain, an impious wretch ; an enemy to God 
and man—he is d d without merey, and i¢ 
is therefore useless for me to confess him !’ 
‘But who told you that my brother was 
d——d °? ‘Who told me’ replied the Curate, 
‘why God, himself!’ ‘ What!’ cried the as- 
tonished Spaniard, ‘God has spoken to you !* 
‘Yes,’ auswered the curate, with assurance, 
‘God spoke to me during the sacrifice of the 
mass, and told me that your brother was d—d 
to all the devils.’ [t was in vain that the broth- 
er reiterated his entreaties, the Curate was 
inexorable. A few days after, the Constitu-- 
tionalist died, and the brother returned to the 
Curate to beg of him to perform the funeral 
ceremony on the body. ‘The Curate, refused, 
saying, ‘ The soul of your brother is now burn- 
ing in hell, as [ told you before. It would be 
in vain for me to take any trouble about inter- 
ring his body, for during the night the devils 
will come and carry it away, and in forty days 
you, yourself, will meet with the same fate’ 
The Spaniard, not gtving implicit credit te 
this diabolical visit, watched during the nighs 
by the body of his brother, with his pistols loa 
ded. Between 12 and 1 o’clock a Snack Wis 
heard at the door, and a voice exclaimed— { 
command you to open in the namne of the living 
God ; open, if not, your instant ruin is at 
hand.’ The Spaniard refused to open, and 
shortly after he saw enter by a window three 
able budied devils, covered with skius of wiid 
beasts, having the usual quantity of horns, 
claws, and spiked tails, who set about carrying 
the coffin containing the body.—Upon this the 
Spaniard fired, and shot one devil dead, the 
others took to flight; he fired after them, and 
wounded both, oue of whom died in a tew min- 
utes, the other escaped. In the morning when 
the people went to church, there was no curate 
to officiate, and it was shortly after discover- 
ed, on examining the two defunct devils, that 
one was the Curate and the other the Vicar, 
the wounded devil was the Sacristan, who con- 
fessed the whole diabolical proceeding. This 
singular case is now before the Crimiual tu- 
bunal of Barcelona.” 








4onal existence of such a terrible being as the 
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THE CONTRAST. 

The remarks in our last number on the text, 
« Ve shall not surely die” led to the following 
reflections on the character of God as unfold- 
ed to us in the scriptures, and the character 
that is generally attributed to the Devil, which 
form such a striking contrast, as to be worthy, 
in our opinion, of the attention of our readers. 
Allowing, as is believed by a large portion of 
the christian world, the personal existence of 
a being called the Devi ; we ought to inquire 
with candor, from whence he came ; is hea 
created or an uncreated being; are the pow- 
ers he possesses finite or infinite, derived from 
some other being, or underived in himself. Is 
he possessed of onmipotent power, and is he 
ap omniscient and omnipresent being. An 
answer to these queries will be found in the 
writings of all the advocates for the personal 
identity of the Devil. They all agree that he 
is a created being, was once an angel of light, 
but sinning, was expelled from heaven, and 
constituted prince of this lower world) Asa 
created being, all the attributes which he pos- 
sesses must be derived and his power conse- 
quently limited. If we inquire concerning 
the existence and attributes of Jehovah, we 
find Him self existent, and self dependent. 
Deriving his existence from none, on no being 
whatever is he dependent for its continuance. 
All the attributes and properties of his nature 
are underived. He is omniscient and omni- 
present,omnipetent in power, infinite in mercy 
and unbounded in goodness. ‘The creator of 


| 


there is an infinite difference in tie na. 
ture, views, feelings and disposition of the A}- 
mighty and that of his adversary. The one 
infinitely good; the other altogether evil. The 
one delighting in the happiness of the crea- 
tures he has made; The other rejoicing in 
their misery. God is represented as devising 
means and laying plans for the ultimate glory 
and happiness of his offspring, while the Devil 
is exerting himself to frustrate these plans, 
to render the means abortive, and bring man- 
kind into a state of endless wretchedness. 
Now if it be true, as is generally admitted, 
that the devil is as wicked, according to his 
means and ability, as God is holy, just and 
good, and that the designs of the Devil are 
diametrically opposite to the purposes of God, 
it fullows of course that if it is the design of the 
serpent to involve man in endless wretched- 
ness and ruin, the purposes of the Almighty: 
must be to place man in a state of eternal hap- 
piness and joy. If the adversary has, by his 
deceptive arts, deceived man and brought him 
into a state of Universal Condemnation or 
Damnation, which is earnestly contended for 
by the believers in endless misery ; then if 
God has introduced a system of salvation to 
deliver man from this condemnation, it must 
be Universal. Admit the design of God to 
fall short of this, and the infinite difference, 
in the character of God and his adversary is 
atonce destroyed. 

It may be well to dwell a little on this sub- 
ject, it is of importance and the reader is re- 





all things, in heaven above or on earth be-; quested to lay prejudice aside and carefully 


neath. ‘The protector and preserver of all things 
which he has made. No man, has ever had the 
temerity to give creative power to the Devil, 
or to consider him as capable of protecting and 
preserving the life of those beings created by 
another hand. Weak and impotent then must 


examine the matter for himself. If it is actu- 
ally the nature of evil to be pleased with, to 
delight and to glory in the misery of rational 
beings, and there is an infinite difference be- 
tween Goop and EviL; then it must be the 
nature of Goopnxss to be pleased with, to be 


be the Devil after all that is said about him,;delighted, and glorified in their happiness. 


and as a created being he is as much dependent 
upon the Almighty for all the powers he pos- 
sesses, nay, for life itself, as any other created 
being in the Universe. 

Preachers, when descanting upon the nature 
of the Devil, say, that he is a being who de- 
lights inevil, whose desire it is te destroy all 
moral holiness, whose greatest pleasure it is 
toinvolve the children of men in wretched- 
wess and woe, and that he labors to depopu- 
cate the kingdom of God, and to people his own 


Now if the Almighty, who is infinitely Goop 
can be pleased with and glorified by the mise- 
ry of any of his offspring, there isa deviation 
from the principle laid down, and it will ap- 
pear evident that there is not that difference 
between the nature of good and evil as was 
supposed. It will be said, that it is the na- 
ture of coopness to be pleased with and glo- 
rified in the production of the greatest possi- 
ble good, which may not embrace the happi- 
ness of every rational being, but may be con- 





infernalregions. Weare frequently told that 


sistent with and even require the misery of a 
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part. it may, with as much propriety be said, 
on the other hand, that it is the nature of evil 
to be pleased and glorified in the production 
of the greatest possible misery, which may be 
consistent with and even require the happiness 
ofa part of the human race: hence the Devil 
may not seek after universal dominion, but 
only the greatest quantum of misery, which is 
best effected by some being happy, taking care 
to keep that happiness, in view of the damned 
that their misery may be the more complete. 
This is the Calvinistic or Hopkintonian sys- 
tem in its perfection. Dr. Hopkins declares 
that the happiness of the saints in heaven would 
dwindle into insignificancy, were it not for a 
view they continual have of the miseries of the 
damned, and, visa versa, the miseries of the 
damned would sink into nothing, were it not 
that they will have continually before them the 
happiness of which they are deprived. If the 
above be correct, there is not that great differ- 
ence in the nature of good and evil as has been 
generally supposed, for the saints, who are 
moulded into the image and \ikeness of God, 
delight in the miseries of the wicked and their 
happiness is increased by it. Thus does, ho- 
liness approach to unholiness and goodness 
approximates to evil. 

But when we carefully compare the charac- 
ter of God with the above ideas, of the means 
by which the greatest good is to be effected, 
we are compelled to say that evil itself, origina- 
ted the system and that goodness had no con- 
cern in it. For as (sod is the creator of all 
things and all intelligent nature his offspring, 
for a Father to make his children endlessly 
miserable is displaying a more wicked and de- 
praved spirit than the Devil can possess. He 
torments those formed by another, and exer- 
cises his malignity on those whom God made. 
But the Father of the spirits of men is suppos- 
ed, in violation of parental affection, to give to 
the Devil, or to suffer him to tormeiit forever, 
souls which he calls his own. 


No person can be at a loss to determine on 
which side the victory will lay; nor can any 
one, that will exercise the powers of his mind, 
be ata loss to discover, who are the friends of 
God, and lovers of that which is good, and 
who are the advocates of evil, and the defen- 


ders of the cause of the enemy. 
—— 


DEACON JAMES GREEN. 

We have received the documents relative 
to the excommunication of the above named 
gentleman from the Baptist Church in Berlin 
Rensselaer County, N. ¥. And for what kind 
reader has the Deacon been excommunicated > 
For believing in the divine goodness of his 
heavenly father, and resting in nope that all 
the offspring of God will be restored to holy- 
nessand happiness. Our friend, who has fa- 
vored us, with the letter of excommunication, 
says, “ Deacon James Green, the man whom 
they have excluded from the Church, is a man 
of unblemished character, and of an extraordj- 
nary mild disposition, I pledge my reputation 
that he stands as fairin the eyes of a disinter- 
ested community as any Baptistin Rensselaer 
County.” 

Weare sorry these documents came too late 
for this paper we shall notice them in the next, 
and make such remarks as the circumstancés 


of the case require. 
i 


POST MASTERS, AGAIN. 

It appears that the publisher, of the Gospe! 
Advocate, priuted in Buffaloe, has experienced 
some difficulties, as well as ourselves, by Post 
Masters taking unlawful postage. The pub- 
lisher it appears sought redress by an imme- 
diate application to the Post Master Genera! 
from whom he received an immediate reply. 
The information received may be of use to our 
subscribers a ta distance, where there are reste 
lar agents to receive the papers and distribute 
them. 





«In consequence of some Post Masters hay 


ting charged unlawful postage, upon the “ Gos- 


if we preserve the contrast in the nature of pel Advocate,” where two numbers were sen: 


good and evil, we must admit that while one 


seeks for the reign of misery, the other seeks| 


‘on one sheet, [have written to the Post Mas 


iter General upon the subject; and with my 
communication I forwarded a sheet containiue: 


for Universal happiness. And which is most!| two numbers of the Advocate uponit. ‘Th:- 
likely to conquer '—God is an uncreated be-| was done that there should be left no chance 


ing self existent, eternal, omnipotent, in power 
and infinitely wise and just. ‘The adversary 
isa created, finite being, dependent on the 
will of Jehovah. Limited in wisdem and 
knowledge; in power weak aud impotent. 


(for misunderstanding. ‘The following is au 


exact copy of the answer of the Post Maste: 


weneral, to my Communication, the erigins: 
of which is in my possessicn, and inay be seen 
by any person, who is not satished with rea- 





ding the copy : 











104 


MESSENGE 


R OF PEACE. 


ee Oe 


Ee 








ee ee + ee + ee re Ee Ee > 
-————- 


-_————n 


Post Office Department, 
8th July, 1824. 

Sir: [have received your communication 
and the paper you enclosed. The postage 
chargeable on the sheet you enclosed, should 
be fur one sheet only, though it contains two 
uumbers of the “ Gospel Advocate.” Had 
these numbers been separated, postage as for 
one sheet should be charged on each, but as the 
sheet contains both numbers,the postage should 
beonly for one sheet. Post masters ought not 
to separate the numbers. 

1 am respectfully your obt. servant, 
JOHN McLEAN. 
Mr. Simon Burrow, Portland, N. Y. 


It will be seen by the above letter, that all 
subscribers who take two Advocates on one 
sheet, will be liable for the postage of one 
sheet only; and any Post Master who shall 
hereafter charge or receive double postage, in 
such case, will be held accountable for the 
transaction, according to law. 

SIMON BURTON. 

Buffalo, Aug. 20, 1824. 

Kline in 
DEDICATION AND ORDINATION. 

On Wednesday the 18th inst. the new and 
elegant Universalist Church in Hartford was 
solemnly dedicated to the worship of the only 
living and true God, whose nature is Love.— 
Sermon by the Rev. H. Ballou of Boston. On 
the following day the Rev.J. Bisbee, was or- 
dained Pastor. Sermon by the Rev. D. Pick- 
ering of Providence. 
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FROM THE NEW MONTHLY MAGAZINE. 
LIFE AND DEATIHI. 


QO fear not thou to dic! 
For rather fear to live, for Life 
Flas thousand snares thy feet to try, 
By peril, pain and strife. 
Biiet is the work of Death ; 
Dut Life ! the spirit shrinks to see 
How full, ere Heaven recals the breath, 
The cup of wo may be. 


O fear not thou to dic! 
No more to suffer or to sin; 
No snares without thy feet to try, 
No traitor heart within : 
But fear, oh! rather fear 
The gay, the light, the changeful sceue, 
the flattering smiles that greet thee here, 
FPiroin Heaven thy heart to wean. 


Fear lest, in evil hour, 
Thy pure and holy hopes, o'ercoine 
Ly clouds that in the horizon lower,’ 
Thy spirit feels that gloom 
W hich over earth and Heaven 
‘lhe coverimg throws of fell despair, 
And deems itself the unforgiven ; 
Piredestived child of care. 


O fear not thou to die! 
‘To die, and be that blessed one, 

W bo, in the bright and beauteous sky, 
May teel bis conflict done— 





| 
| 
| 
| 





— 
Who feels that never more 
The tear of grief, or fear shall come 
For thousand wanderings from the Power 


Who loved and call’d him home ! 


eR 


SYMPATHY. 


Ah! why was the tear formed to fow 
O'er the anguish it cannot retries« 
Or the sigh for the victim of woe, 
When the means are too scant to relieve? 


Must the bosom of sympathy mourn ° 
Must friendship and virtue repine ? 

Must the heart that is tender be torn, 
When its passion is pure and divine - 


Your pity must often befriend, 

And the heart that has feeling must gricve' 
When the hand is forbid to extend, 

And the wish is the all we can give. 


But the heart that has wishes to bless, 
Reflects the same pleasure that’s given, 
And the tear that can drop at distress, 
Is the alms that’s accepted in Heaven. 
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NEW PUBLICATION, 

We have had the satisfaction of reading the three first 
numbers of a New Periodical work called the ** Crris- 
TIAN TELESCOPE,” published in Providence, R. 1. and 
edited by our much esteemed Br. David Pickering. Prom 
the well known talents of the editor and the assi-(anc> 
which we are persuaded he will occasionally ieceive 
from gentlemen of Talents and Classic knowledge, the 
Telescope will be a valuable acquisition to the nuimbe: 
of periodical works now in circulation, and worthy a 
liberal patronage from the friends of Universal Benevo- 
lence and lovers of the truth. 

Subscriptions received at this Office. 


———— 





THE CONTROVERSY. 

When we noticed the debate, which had taken plac 
in Philadelphia, between Mr. MeCalla, Presbyterian. 
and Mr. Kneeland, Universalist, we were in hopes o: 
presenting our readers, with soine of the most interesting 
parts of the debate, in the columns of the Messenger— 
But we have since learned that it will be impracticabie, 
as the debate occupied ten hours, and is vow publish- 
ing ina pamphlet form, comprising six numbers of ForR- 
TY PAGES each.—Price 25 cents per No. or €1,50 for 
the whole. No single number will be sold. Those wis!)- 
ing the debate, by subscribing for it at this office,-shali 
be supplied. 
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MARRIED. 


On Sunday evening last, by the Rev. Mr. Carrique, 
Mr. Jonn SCHERMERHCORN, to Miss Marta Har- 
Dick, both of this city. 


Wied, 


On the 25th instant, Mr. Perer Besv—his death 
was occasioned by the falling in of a sand-bank, under 
which he was engaged indiggiag sand. He has left a wile 
and children to this suddea and unexpected vir 
sitation of Divine Providence. 

** In the midst of life we are in Death.” 
On the 26th, a child of Mr. S. Bathrick. 
A child of Mr. Geo. Montgomery. 
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Also, a child of Vir. Surfleet. 
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